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Rooftop decks at Exchange come pre-wired for media and are sectioned off by six-foot-high barriers. [Handout]

Langley Exchange townhomes feature spacious
rooftop decks
Designing right &#8212; inside and out
BY MARY FRANCES HILL, THE PROVINCE JULY 30, 2015

New-home buyers who find themselves with a generously sized balcony, patio or rooftop deck usually
know how fortunate they are. But taking on the planning and design of a space as large as 450 square
feet — such as the spacious rooftop decks at the townhomes at Exchange — might seem daunting at
first.

At Exchange, a Langley project from Hayer Developments, designer Samantha Muller organizes and
decorates spacious decks that marry perfectly with the rich simplicity of the interiors. Call it the art of
exterior design.

Thanks to Muller, the principal of Kleen Design, each display home’s rooftop deck decor takes on a
personality distinct from the next. All the decks, sectioned off by six-foot high wooden fences, come
pre-wired for media, adding privacy and common indoor amenities to the outdoors: that’s key to
Muller’s practice of creating flow and harmony between the outdoors and a home’s interiors.
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“The patios are so large that it was really fun to dream up what could go up there,” says Muller. “We
made sure to reflect the theme of the interiors on to the exteriors as flow and cohesiveness is very
important within a home.”

On the roof deck in one of the townhomes on display, bamboo plants in stainless steel pots line the
perimeter, and a grey, block-like dining set sits on a wooden slat platform. On another, wood furniture
surrounds an outdoor sectional with plush white plush seats, for a warmer setting.

Muller’s advice is simple: pick a theme, and stay devoted to it, indoors and out.

“For both spaces, know how you live and what your needs are and design for your own personal
purpose and taste,” she advises homeowners. “Yet always keep in mind that the indoors reflects the
outdoors and visa versa in a home.”

That flow is evident in the interiors of Exchange’s townhomes, too.

In one of the two-bedroom, two-bathroom homes, touches of dark metal in furniture add a rustic touch,
and, she says, a sculptural element, anchoring the space.

In another suite, bright yellow chairs stand out against a white palette; wooden millwork across one wall
contains bench seating and hanging lamps reflect light against a large mirror, making the room feel that
much larger.

In the end, says Muller, an attractive home with generous indoor and outdoor living space begins and
ends with homeowners’ confidence in their own tastes and needs, and a little know-how in order to
bring in balance, indoor-outdoor flow.

“Make the space functional, always paying attention to balance with colour and form and then the rest
follows,” she says. “If you always stick to rules, you really never create something unique.”

Project: Exchange

Project size: 98 two-bedroom, two-bathroom townhomes in Langley

Location: 7811 209 St., Langley

Residence size: 1,067 — 1,230 sq. ft; from $299,900

Developer: Hayer Builders Group

Sales centre: 7811 209 St., Langley

Sales centre hours: noon to 5 p.m., Sat — Thurs
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Rooftop decks at Exchange come pre-wired for media and are sectioned off by six-foot-high barriers. [Handout]
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